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Translation 

1. O Gladsome Light 

Night is stretching her sapphire cloak in the starry heavens. 

The night-star shows his fires. 

In the storehouses are fish and berries and the gifts of the earth. 

The north wind has blown and the leaf is no more. 

The land sleeps beneath a snowy blanket. 

Let us give thanks. 

 

2. Prayers for the Wakeful 

The sailor steers his ship through a starry sea, the shepherd guards his flock, 

the night watch guard well the peace of the city. 

Infants are suckled. The sick are tended. The dead are mourned. 

Those who tender care, those who suffer, those who sorrow –  

May they be comforted and supported. 

 

3. Walking at Twilight 

Twilight is at hand. There are children to be fed and washed, stories to be told before bedtime,  

and a dog to be walked. Let us walk through the fields to the top of the hill. 

Orion the hunter of stars has risen. It is snowing. The night grows quiet. As we cross the frozen stream 

we hear water flowing beneath the ice. The snow squeaks under our feet. The grove of evergreen 

trees breathes the fragrance of incense. 

The moon shines out from the eyes of the wild beasts. 

The hare is dancing, his coat grown snowy-white. 

The deer with his branching antlers dreams in the thickets. The owl shrieks. 

Once long ago the wolf howled in our forest 

And the scream of the mountain cat was heard through the woods. 

 

4. Have Mercy 

Sometimes I cannot think what to do. Then I walk in the woods. 

Let us sit for a while and watch the journey of the stars. 

So many live in extreme poverty, so many have nothing to eat and only just get by. 

I know that life is not fair. I feel it to be so and it makes me angry. 

However small a thing, I must try to do something. 

 

5. The Holy Calls Me 

The Holy calls me to justice and my spirit rejoices in my God that we might heal the world. 

Holy is the name of the holy one, and holy the earth, and the sky and the sea, and all living things. 

 

6. Send Me Now 

You send me now into the quiet of the night to live like a star, like a word in the mouth of God. 

 

7. Lullaby 

Night has stretched her cloak across the starry heavens. 

May you all be cherished warmly, abundantly. 

May we have pleasant rest. Amen. 

 

French and Spanish translations also available – please contact the composer 
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