for chitdren’s cholr (SA); women’s cholr' {SSA4),
mixed voice cheir [SATB) and wocal quintet {SATTB),.
piand and percussion

with téxts by Robert Service, Marcns Lund,
Barry Lopez and Nicholas Rairbank

Commissioned by Via Choralis Chamber Choir, Janudry 2013
with assistance from the B.C. Arts Council

Duration ¢a. 15 mins.

@ 2013 Nicholas R. Pairbank




Ishjern!: Performance and programme notes

Ishjgrn! is intended to be performed in a large space, preferably with 1 or Z seconds
of reverberation. The five groups of singers should be grouped in the following way.

STAGE
SATRB choir ! - SATB choir Il
piano, percussion
Conductor

Gallery stage left

Gallery stage right
Children's choir

Women's choir

REAR GALLERY
Vocal Quintet

if galleries are not available then floor level will have to do, but all singers should be
able to see the conductor easily, otherwise sub-canductors may have to be employed.

The five movements should follow one another without a pause, discouraging any
applause until the entire piece is finished,

Ishjarn! was conceived during a trip to the High Arctic in the autumn of 2012 and was
inspired by the northern landscapes and naritime settings. One was humbled by the
grandeur of the land and the open sky, uncluttered by human habitation, and stilled by the
almost complete and utter silence. For us on the expedition the polar bear became a mythical
creature; we were aware of its existence, we spoke about it frequently, we saw footprints, but
it was not until the last few days that we actually encountered one. With the drastic
environmental changes resulting recently from global warming, the habitat of the polar bear
is at risk, and the future of this magnificent animal is uncertain. Ishfarn! is intended, in its
small way, as a means of raising awareness of the fragility of the Arctic and its inhabitants.

The first two performances of fshjern! are scheduled to take place in Victoria, BC. on
November 10% and 15%, 2013, with the following performers: Ensemble Laude, Via Choralis
chamber choir, Vox Humana chamber choir, Viva Youth Choirs, and Hexaphone, conducted by
Nicholas Fairbank.

Februury 2013



1. Let Us Probe the Silent Places

Robert Service (]874-1958) Nicholas R. Fairbank
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text: Nichoias Fairbank

3. Isbjemn
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