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I BLESS THEE, LORD

-+ unison with keyboard |

Nicholas Fairbank

Text: Geor"ge Herbert, from The Temple, 1633
Paradise

I bless thee, Lord, because | GROW When thou dost greater judgments SPARE,
Among® thy trées, which in a ROW And with thy knife but prune and PARE,
To thee both fruit and order OW. Evn fruitfull trees more fruitful ARE.
What open force, or hidden CHARM Such sharpnes shows the éweetest FREND:
Can blast my fruit, or bring me HARM, - Such cuttings - rather heal then REND: -
While the inclosure is thine ARM. - And. such beginnings - touch their END.

Inclose me still for fear | START.
Be to me rather sharp and TART,
Then let me want thy hand and ART. -
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I Bless Thee, Lord

text: George Herbert * (1593-1633)

Moderato (J =c. 88)

music: Nicholas Fairbank
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1. I bless Thee, Lord, be-cause 1 GROW a-mong the frees, which in a
2. En-close me still for fear I START; be to me ra - ther sharp and
3. (voices facet until m. 14) _
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ROW to Thee both fruit and or - der OW. What o - pen
TART, than let me  want Thy hand and ART. When Thou dost
Such sharp-ness
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* George Herbert's poem is originally entitled "Paradise". Each verse of the poem pares down its thyme word into the two others.
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force or hid- den CHARM can blast my fruit, or bring me
grea - ter judge-ments  SPARE, and with Thy knife but prune and
shows the swee - test FREND; Such cut - tings 1a ther heal than
9 vlr) . Y  — I h‘ T i T -
L D T I T d - ’_&‘ T 1 ey
> 5 i et E ]. ——
¢ | J i J\ e J L
T ) = fo = >
57 i 2 — | = -
5 .
17h | poco rit, ulfima volta L &2
A : Nt — y " I x |
G m— e : — —]
3] - ) s =
HARM while the en - clo - sure s thine ARM?
PARE, e'en fruit - ful trees more fruit - ful ARE.
REND; And such be - gin - nings touch their
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